FABRIC
OF LIFE

“I'have always worked to conserve both public
and private collections, and I find it fascinating
to understand the reasons people consider
textiles so important. We live surrounded by
textiles, we wear them every day, and we express
our rites of passage through textiles

Stary by ANSIE VAN DER WALT

Ot Australian-based MARY JOSK
waniad 1o be a mazine archaeoiogise, but
or ears peevenied her
from diving. Instead. she opted 10 soudy

at best thing, a BA = hivdory, predassocy, and
POy 8t The Awseralian Nations! Universse
how she discovered that these was such a
G 35 lextle condervation

A 8 00 year-odd, Macy spernt some time
In Brard This first exposase 10 the rich
of Branilian culture, pecple. and place leé
indelible mar het Trveelling and exper ning
culture theough texties has become part of hee
peod 0l and personal life 1o this day

in the late sevention, carly eigdvties when Mary
Was a student. nodody in Australia taught sextie
Magy studied pa WS and ondy had
eSS 10 One Lapestry on wiich she managed o
Wrie an etssy. Today, the / ena! Gallery has an
extenaive textle collection and a textile cocmponent
of the fine an couse in Canbern

Onece the graduated M
for postgredaate tralniny textile conservation
¥ the Coarrasid fnztitate of Arr Dased at Naropeon
Court Palace “We were lucky to spend each
Wednesday morming in the textile study collection
ot the Victorio & Albers Museuw, knd stterd
lectures in the consarvation Gepartssent at the
Sririsk Masens in the afterncon The beeadth
of the textile collections ia the UK cpened upa
world of textes that | hadn seen in Australia
in the mid-1980x | e pleased 10 say his s very
Qilforent now”

Weeking on » collects
recovered by Egypecioges, Flnders Petrie. remnaing
one of Mary's highliy Tt was the firgt time |
worked on 2000-year-old textiles. It was tereifying
but a geeat way 10 bulld confidence

Mary worked at Castle Moward in Yorkshie
while stodying and they cifered het a job afser
GEacuation T was tempted 10 stay as they Mave
al textile col tuding a big
collection of Ballet Russe costumes. But 1 also
received a job offer In Australia at the saee time
aad | decided 10 retuzn bome.”

peodiesns with

of Egyptian textiies




Mazy returned 10 Adelaide as Macaper of
Textiles at Arclad, a South Australian Governament
agersy. providing presesvation, care. and manage
maent services of the state’s cultural coliect:
T had pust graduaned, and the role seemed
daunting | walloed (020 3n empty lab on my first
day snd found only & pile of Bles on =y desk”

Mary stayed & this sole (07 seven years
Duiding het team and woriong on a range of
progects. often in collaboration wy
s Mwasa
fama eounding 10 be working
In these incredible faciities and
with 50 masy different collections.”

Golng back %6 hat first love,
textile corgervason, Mary opened a
studio. taiking on wCts 101 private
clients and galleries. Hes business,
FBabwic of Life. wan born By that time,
Maty had taicen several trips
Southeast Asia and bad accurmdiated
a sizable colection of textles As
A expetizsant, she cpened o small
e | rth Adelaide
1 see what happens

The travel bug she caugl
ateenages in Brazd was still there
During her tme a2 Artiad, Mary
started exph 7 Asias cultaral tex!

firy
of an interpeetet, & retired history teaches, they
traversed the countryside and small willages o
learn abosst and buy textdes

At working with texeles in museum
conditices, often consideted weasures of valuable
artifacts. Mary was astonished 1o find that
practising artaans produced work of even Gres
Qquality, yet they went without asy recognimon o
appeeciation of theiz wotk. Mary's shop was a way
1o recognise and celebrate these attisans and Sheir
skils, anad 1o shace the things she Jeasned about

atle trp was 10 Laos, where wi

lving textles &1 Opposed eum aned
Wndle atrending the Sa Sarong 50

years of Indian and indonesian Textile Exchange
presented by the National Gallery

acess of setting up texatile tours to India
axed, ‘Would you ke 16 come 10 India wi
vl [ will 1691 sy tOUs O you s exchange for
some leedback? [ sabd yos, of course”
We went to Gaarst, whate Caccde knew

sy artisans and introduced me 10 het network
of blockprisners, dyers and weavers. [ wens: back
the next year. and the next, and started buying
from them regulasty. It is impaortant 10 me that
Iwork directly with the msakers, that wivy | can
ersure that thelr work i respecied and they
receive fair payment
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Masy's texride jecton sells the stoty
of het traveds 10 [ndia, Uzbekistas

East Asia and raba Ovet the years,

disabilmies and those
% A SUPPCCTING sustamabie
On practces

Closes to home, Mary bullt a deep
selatonabip with the batik artists from
Eznabeda in the APY lands of remote
noctimwestern South Auntraka

“Ins the easly days of the shop, 1
contacted Ernabella 1o invite them to
do » batik exhibition st Fabric of Life
They told me. Tome up 0 see us and
we will decide If we Mike you' 1 guess
12 wan their way of saying we have o
jon, ad Maty has know you flest before we will decide to
o the actisan who work with you

many of

trudned het when she ran o ¢ S0 1, with my husband and

in remote areas of India "He sadd, just daughter who wis eight at the time,

talke it and yend ot e money when drove up 1o the APY lands. It §s vecy

you et Back o Australia to the textile remone, and thete are no hotels. We were allowed to sleep i the art centre itsed

They locked us in at night, and we had the place to ourseives. It was lovely as
we could wandes around and stuady al the ast that was (n progress. We stayed
foe & few days, genting 1o know the artists and thess tamilics, after which they

om e war in Iraq "It was an eye declared they liked us and we could proceed with the exhibition
xperience o see the world from 1 worked with them fo¢ about seven yeass, hosting a few extibiticns each
& perspective 30 fa1 removed from my year. Wo got to lenow each othes very well and had » beautifil relationaddp”
Austzalian viewpoint
Arhough be mal wades and

maseum work educated Mas
and sssaning of many kinds of ¥

Mary's gallery shop 3 nw closed. and she works et home soads and sells
ner fabrics ondine o o1 exhibimions. “1 am &n the process of restcaing a graduation
gown for a cliear wihvo plans to graduate i the same gown hez grandiather wose
| a2 restering a vintage beaded bag for ancthes chient and [ as working on a
collection of textiles for the All Souds Church in $t Peter's. [ also have a colloction of
Kimonos for another cliest that s waiting in the wings”

L have become 3 marns gt but besng a textile CONSETVaee
slicwed het 10 take 8 deep dive into h
same time, while her eacs sy atnamed

was the
1leared about refugees retumeng home
after cpheaval who could be identified by
the embroldery pattern on their clothes,
a5 cach sy=abel I8 uniqoe 10 a specific
area and esany times a specific malker. |
learned that people who ase considered
by modern standards 10 be illnerate can
read clothes 1o tell you who made them = <«wee rrm . ———————-
aod where they come froes N wan o @

' storses that fascinaned her

ory. culture ant 3l st the




